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more important and substantial features of language work it may fail to give 
intellectual culture. 

2. Familiarity with the foreign civilization. This field, so vast and complex, 
may easily lead either to superficiality or to too severe a strain upon the teacher. 

II. FURTHER CHANGES ADVOCATED BY PROFESSOR MUNCH 

The recommendations made refer chiefly to the work at the German univer- 
sities, and so are of less interest to us here. The suggestion for the secondary 
schools are changes of administration, not of principle. For instance, he pleads 
for a reduction to eighteen or sixteen in the number of weekly lessons to be given 
by a teacher of modern languages. Some of his proposals have been accepted 
in the newest regulations of the Prussian government, the study of which I recom- 
mend to the teachers of German in this country. They are: Lehr plane und 
Lehraujgabeit jiir die hoheren Schulen in Preussen, Ordnung der Reijeprujung an 
den neunstufigen hoheren Schulen in Preussen, and Prujungs-Ordnung jiir die 
Kandidaten des hoheren Lehramts in Preussen — all published in Halle, 1901 
(Buchhandlung des Waisenhauses). 



ZEITSCHRIFT DES ALLGEMEINEN DEUTSCHEN SPRACHVEREINS 



AMANDA GIMBEL 
William McKinley High School 



The journal entitled Zeilschrift des Allgemeinen Deutschen Sprachvereins is 
the organ of a society of the same name whose aims are the cultivation of the Ger- 
man language, its purification from foreign words, and the awakening of a broader 
national spirit. 

Luther had given to the world his glorious achievement, the translation of the 
Bible, in pure, forcible German, intelligible to High and Low; but the standard 
set by him had not been maintained. Language suffered by too generous impor- 
tation of words from other countries. Centuries have passed, but the tendency 
of the Germans for mixing up their mother-tongue with foreign expressions has 
not abated. 

Since the national regeneration which the foundation of the empire brought 
about, there is a natural reaction against this excessive admiration for all things 
foreign, a revival of public spirit, a healthful agitation to lift upward, to drive 
onward. A great number of foreign words of an earlier introduction which have 
taken root in the German language have undergone a transforming process and 
are so closely interwoven with it that their retention is a necessity. These incor- 
porated words — in German Lehnworter — must be retained while the modern 
foreign words of later date are superfluous and must be abolished. 

How is the improved German to become the common property of the people ? 
Everything in language depends on analogy and habit. The formation of habit 
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is a slow process; once formed, it exerts a restraining and guiding influence. This 
formation of a new habit depends on the will-power of the individual and of the 
nation. Prominent members of the society are constantly exerting their influence 
for gaining the co-operation of all branches of commerce and industry. Trade 
unions, public institutions, professions, and political parties are urged to adopt 
the approved German terms in their meetings and conventions. The army, 
navy, universities, the stage, the church, hotels, etc., are gradually replacing their 
mixed vocabulary by a new terminology. In order to extend the vocabulary, the 
journal offers prizes for the best substitutes of the rejected words. These must 
be simple, clear, and euphonious to be approved of by the society. 

Mothers should try to instil the habit of correct speech when children are yet 
in the nursery. The schools should give a national education by devoting more 
time to the mother-tongue. Teachers and pupils should gain a deeper insight 
into the Teutonic character and speech by the study of Middle High German 
and by reading worts of the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. There is a fine 
collection of these almost forgotten writers, entitled Neudrucke deutsher Litera- 
turwerke des 16 ten und 17 ten Jahrhunderts, by Dr. W. Braune, of Heidelberg. 

The fatherland makes an appeal to all of her children who have settled on 
other shores, to remember their heritage, to spread German customs, German 
culture, and German language in their adopted homes. The German pioneers of 
the United States and their descendants have always been the foremost in respond- 
ing to such appeals, and the paper pays the following tribute to the United States: 
"In America the ideas of Pestalozzi and Froebel are being carried out in the 
public schools; the kindergarten, physical culture, drawing, and singing are an 
outcome of these. Passing by a school building we may hear the familiar melodies 
of our popular songs. The school children are well acquainted with Grimm's 
Mdrchen, many of them being able to read them in the original. In the sec- 
ondary schools, Miss Mary Burt's translation of the Nibelungen Lied is studied 
with much interest. The German legends are getting popular by the beautiful 
interpretations of Richard Wagner's operas." 

In another column of the paper, we find a highly interesting review, by 
Professor Kern, of New York, of two remarkable books, the one, entitled Das 
Deutschlum in America, by Dr. Julius Goebel; the other entitled Zwei Jahrhun- 
derle deutschen Unterrichts in den Vereinigten Staaien, by L. Viereck. 



"EUPHORION," ZEITSCHRIFT FUR LITERATURGESCHICHTE 
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The magazine Euphorion is edited by August Sauer, Leipzig and Vienna, 
and has appeared quarterly since the year 1894. As we read in the preface of 
Vol. I, the magazine is dedicated to the furtherance of the study of the history of 



